
For Release Wednesday R-659 
March 20, 1940 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR V' ". ••'..::; a,/, 
YWiGE AND HOUR DIVISION .•-' ii'. . -.:Cyryi'.,. ... 

Washington y"- -'i".' ' 

SEASONAL HOURS EJffiMPTION PROPOSED FOR PUCER TIN MNING '' 

IN AUSKA •"•:;•-;•':••: 

Open-cut or sur face mining of p l a c e r t i n i n Alaska appears to be a 

seasonal i n d u s t r y , i t was annoujiced today by t h e YiTage and Hour D iv i s i on , 

U. S. Department of Labor, (Federal R e g i s t e r , March 20, 1940) 

The announcement dec la red t h a t a prima f a c i e case had been shown 

tend ing t o prove t h a t t h i s form of mining, which i s conducted only i n t h e 

Northwestern p a r t of the Se-ward Pen insu la , Alaska, i s p o s s i b l e f o r only 

t h r e e months i n t h e year because of f reez ing tempera tures and severe c l i m a t e . 

I f t o d a y ' s d e c i s i o n should be made f i n a l , the exemption would p e r ­

mit t h e employment of p l a c e r t i n miners i n Alaska up to 12 hours a day and 

56 hours a week vfithout payment of overtime for a p e r i o d not t o exceed 14 

workweeks in any calendar y e a r . The exemption would n o t , however, modify 

the minimum wage requi rements of the F a i r Labor Standards Aot of 30 cen t s 

an hour . • ' •; .'•.•; " .li.^ . ,• ;'.;.,',: 

I n t h e f i n d i n g by t h e Hearings and Exemptions Sec t ion , upon -which 

t o d a y ' s d e c i s i o n was based , i t i s d e c l a r e d : ; :• « 

"The mining of p l a c e r t i n from surface or open-cuts ( e x c l u s i v e l y on 

t h e Northwestern t i p of the Seward Peninsu la of Alaska) i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d . 

by annual ly r e c u r r i n g c e s s a t i o n of ope ra t ions because f r e e z i n g tempera ture 

and severe c l imate dur ing t h i s pe r iod make impossible t h e excavat ing of 

the t i n m ine ra l s and t h e washing and s e p a r a t i n g the reof ; . 

"Therefore , upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the f a c t o r s s t a t e d i n t h e sa id 

a p p l i c a t i o n (by t h e American Mining Congress) and upon fu r the r i n v e s t l g a -
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t ion , the Administrator hereby determines, pursuant to Section 526.5 (c) 

of the Regulations, tha t a prima facie case has been shown for the granting 

of an exemption . . . to the mining of placer t i n from surface' cr open-cuts 

in the t e r r i t o r y of Alaska," 

According to the procedure established in the Regulations, the 

Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division wi l l receive objections to the 

granting of the exemption for f i f teen days. Should no request for a hearing 

be received from any in teres ted pers-on-Vi''ithln that t i n e , the Administrator 

wi l l make a f inal decision on the prima facie case shown. 

The exemption applioation and the report of the invest igat ion made 

thereon may be examined in Room 313, 939 D St ree t , N. W., Washington, D. C,; 

and in the office of B, D. Stewart, Commissioner of Mines, Juneau, Alaska, 

# # # # # # 
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